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Abstract 
 
Mr. Lyons’ presentation will discuss local municipal strategies for enacting legislation to prohibit 
natural gas drilling.  
 
Mr. Lyons represents municipalities located within the Marcellus Shale play that are concerned 
about the adverse impacts of natural gas drilling, and in particular, drilling using the horizontal 
hydraulic fracturing method, a method commonly referred to as “fracking”. Having learned about 
industry practices and local community experiences with fracking elsewhere across the country, 
these communities had grave misgivings about the potential adverse impacts of fracking upon 
human health, the environment, surface and groundwater resources, and community character. 
Adding to these concerns was the fact that review of the environmental impacts of fracking was 
happening at the State level in Albany, literally and figuratively far away from the communities to 
be directly impacted by fracking.  
 
Thus was born within these communities a desire to take their fate into their own hands. Thus 
was born a desire to act on these concerns and to take steps at the local level to prevent natural 
gas drilling. These towns asked Mr. Lyons, in collaboration with Planner, Nan Stolzenburg, to 
draft laws to prohibit natural gas drilling.  
 
Not every community will object to fracking. Some may embrace the potential economic 
opportunities. But there are many communities where the fears of adverse impacts are running 
high and the objections to fracking running strong.   
 
Mr. Lyons’ presentation will discuss two local legislative strategies for prohibiting natural gas 
drilling using local zoning laws and local laws passed pursuant to the New York State Municipal 
Home Rule Law. He will explain in detail the legal basis for these strategies, considerations for 
implementation and the prospects for their success.  
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